
 1 

Minutes of the Synod of the Diocese of the Central States 

Meeting at St Jude’s Anglican Church 

Richmond, Va 

October 27 and 28, 2016 

 

First Day - Morning Session 

 Having celebrated Holy Communion, the Synod of the Diocese of the Central 

States was called to order Thursday October 27, 2016.  

 The Very Rev W. Scott Thompson welcomed the Synod, reviewed administrative 

matters and gave the Registration Report. Attendance as synod included:  

o 3 Bishops 

o 21 Presbyters 

o 1 Deacon 

o 45 Lay members including 1 Deaconess. 

o Represented were 15 parishes and 1 mission.  

      A quorum was declared and the Synod was called to order. 

 Guests and Corresponding members were recognized including the Rev Canon 

Fry of the ACNA. 

 The Rev Paul Edgerton, Chairman of the Nominations Committee present the 

Committee’s report (copy attached). 

o The report was accepted as a motion. With no additional nominations it 

was moved and seconded to elect the nominees by acclimation. Approved 

by voice vote. 

  The Synod then elected Offices of the Diocese 

o The Rev Canon Ian MacGregor was nominated to be Secretary of the 

Synod. There was a motion to elect by acclimation, seconded and 

approved. 

o Bishop Morse indicated it was The Rev Franklin Sanders desire to retire as 

Treasurer. Deacon Ken Mills was nominated. It was moved and seconded 

to approve Dcn Mills by acclimation and approved. 

 Reports of Officers: 

o A motion to approve the minutes for the 2015 Synod without being read 

was made, seconded and approved. 

o Bishop Morse turned the chair over to Bishop Manto for the reading of his 

report. 

 A copy of the Report, including recommendations by the Bishop, 

is attached. 

 Of special note, Bishop Morse reminded the Synod he turns 72 in 

November and recommended the Diocese elect a bishop 

Coadjutor.  

 Bishop Manto noted that The Rev Richard Palmer should be added 

to the list of Clergy Transfers. 
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 The Rev Scott Houser noted that Fr Steven Lanclos was omitted 

from the Bishop’s Report and that there were three confirmations 

at St Johns. 

o Also attached is a report given by Fr Chris Herman on his ministry.  

 Treasurer’s Report 

o The Rev Franklin Sanders had Mr. Mark Malson give the report (copy 

attached). 

 It was moved, seconded and approved to receive the report as 

submitted. 

o Fr Sanders thanked the Diocese for its cooperation in helping the 

Treasurer over the years he has held that office. 

 Trustees Report 

o The Rev Keith Boettner gave the Trustee’s Report along with the Report 

on Minister’s Salaries (copies attached).  

 Fr Boettner asked that delegates provide a copy of the Report to 

each parish’s Senior Warden for presentation to each vestry. 

 It was moved, seconded and approved to accept the Report. 

 Standing Committee Report 

o The Very Rev Scott Thompson delivered the Standing Committee’s 

Report (copy attached).  

o Of special note: 

 Two parishes were received 

 The Owensboro parish changed its name 

 New postulants were approved. 

o The Standing Committee recommended the Diocese approve a request to 

hold an election for a Bishop Coadjutor. The Motion was seconded and 

approved. 

 Report of the Examining Chaplains 

o The Very Rev Scott Thompson delivered the report of the Examining 

Chaplains (copy attached). 

 The Rev James Basinger, Rector of Church of Our Savior Oatlands 

was accepted. 

 Deacon Bart Martin and Deacon Isaac Chaves were approved for 

ordination to the presbyterate. 

o A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the Report.   

 Report of the Constitutions and Canons Committee 

o The Rev Canon Scout Houser gave the committee report. 

 The Church –State Committee requested volunteers to replace 

members who had left the committee 

 There were no other reports or recommendations from the 

Committee. 

 

The synod adjourned for lunch 

 

 Report on Women of the Church 

o Joan Workowski delivered the report (copy attached). 
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 Report from the REC Board of Foreign Missions 

o The Rev Canon Bill Jerdan delivered the report (copy attached). Included 

in the report was a report from the Colvins. 

 With the approval of the Synod, a planned break was skipped so that Presiding 

Bishop Royal Grote could speak. Bishop Grote reported: 

o On the Upcoming General Council scheduled for June 2017. The focus 

would be on seminars with the minimal amount of business necessary. 

o On the state of the REC and the ACNA. 

 REC is a sub-jurisdiction of the REC (as is CANA).  

 The REC retains that special status due to its historic 

distinctiveness as well as certain requirements inherent in REC 

organizational and trust documents. 

 The Woman’s Ordination study is expected to be presented to the 

ACNA House of Bishops in January 2017. The bishops will take 

time to read, study and reflect upon the study before meeting to 

discuss potential next steps or courses of action. 

o On a planned new elementary book and teaching plan for parish use. 

o On a planned new hymnal based on the 1940 with over 200 supplemental 

pieces. 

o On the REC Cuban mission status – the recent hurricane created great 

damage – especially to a farm that provided 1/3 of support for 34 parishes. 

There is a need to raise $15,000 to help support these parishes and repair 

the damage. 

 

The synod adjourned for the day 

 

Second Day 

Following Morning Prayer the synod reconvened for Day 2. 

 Bishop Morse called the synod to order 

 The synod covered certain Old Business Items: 

o Discussed the process for an election of a Bishop Coadjutor. 

o Approved holding the 2017 synod in Mason Ohio on October 26
th

 and 

27
th

. 

o Fr Straw offered to host the 2018 synod at Trinity Anglican Church in 

Evansville Indiana. 

 Bishop Morse accepted a motion to adjourn,  which was unanimously approved. 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, it was moved, seconded and approved to adjourn the 
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Synod. 

 

Following the close of the final business session of Synod Bishop Manto led the 

congregation in the closing Synod Eucharist. 
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