
Minutes of the Synod of the Diocese of the Central States 
Meeting at Trinity Church, Mason Ohio 

October 23 and 24, 2014 
 

 

• Having celebrated Holy Communion with Presiding Bishop Grote as the celebrant 
and homilist, the Synod of the Diocese of the Central States was called to order with 
prayer by the Rt Rev Dan Morse on Thursday October 23, 2014.  
 

First Day - Morning Session 

• The Rev Ian MacGregor was moved, seconded and elected as Secretary of the Synod. 
 

• The Credentials Committee report was given and accepted (copy attached). 
 

•  Guests were introduced: 

o The Rev Richard Palmer from the Anglican Province in America read 
greetings from Bishop Grundorf. 

o The Rev Canon William Jerdan of the REC Board of Foreign Missions. 
 

• Nominations to Synod offices: There were no nominations from the Nominations 
committee, so nominations for Synod offices were opened to the Floor 

o The Rev Franklin Sanders was nominated, seconded and elected as 
Treasurer. 

o The existing members of the Standing Committee were accepted as a 
group, with the exception of the Rev Camlin who will be leaving the 
Diocese of the Central States – the Rev Scott Thompson was moved, 
seconded and approved to fill that vacant chair. 

o The existing Trustees were nominated as a group, seconded and approved. 
 

• It was noted the minutes for the 2013 Synod as listed on the Diocese’s website were 
incomplete; as a result the 2013 minutes were read by the secretary and approved. 
 

• Bishop Manto assumed the Chair while Bishop Morse read his report (attached). 
o During his report the Bishop asked Trinity Anglican (Evansville, Indiana), 

St Jude’s Anglican (Richmond Virginia) and All Saints Anglican Parish 
(Raleigh NC) to give the Synod an update on their on-going Building 
Plans. 

o The Bishop’s Report was accepted by the Synod. 
 



• Being ahead of schedule the Synod moved to the Treasurer’s Report: 
o The Rev Sanders presented his reports (copies attached). 

o Given the continuing deficit, discussion was had about elimination of 
Missions Funding for 2015 as a means to help close the gap. 

o Fr Sanders reminded the parishes they can give designated funds for 
Missions. He also noted the Clergy Relief Fund has not been well funded 
in recent years.  

o The Treasurer’s report was approved. The synod also thanked Mark 
Malson for his work and efforts in assisting Fr Sanders. 
 

• The Report from the ACNA on Ministers Salaries was presented (copy attached). 
 

• The Standing Committee gave its report (copy attached). 
 

• The Rev John Heaton gave the Diocese an update on All Saints Lynchburg. Bruce 
Boone gave an update on the Appomattox parish and school. 
 

•  The Rev Scott Houser, representing the Constitutions and Canons Committee 
indicated there were no changes proposed this year. 
 

• Joan Workowski offered the Women of the Church Report. 
 
The Synod then broke for lunch. 
 

• Bishop Grote presented updated information on the legal dispute involving churches 
in the city of Houston, Texas, which has subpoenaed sermons and other materials 
from a number of (non-REC) churches. 
 

First Day – Afternoon Session 

• The Rev Jerdan introduced Sora Colvin who made a presentation on her missionary 
efforts in the Philippines (copy attached). 

o Fr Jerdan then discussed REC missions work. 
 

• The Rev Brad Cunningham, APA priest in Jacksonville Fl gave a presentation on his 
experiences with the Roman Catholic Church and its Anglican Ordinariate. 
 

• The Rev Christopher Beckham gave a presentation on NT Wright’s “Paul in Fresh 
Perspective”. 
 
Day One concluded that evening with a banquet. 



• The session was opened with Morning Prayer. 
 

Day Two 

• New Business: 
o Bishop Morse led a discussion on possible changes to the synod, such as 

having it over one day instead of two. General discussion followed with 
final information for 2015 to come from the host parish. 
 

• Committee Appointments 
o It was noted that Tom McConnell had been left off the list for the Standing 

Committee 

o Given the lack of prepared nominations, Fr Scott recommended the 
Standing Committee and Trustees designate classes for retiring members 
to be assigned and presented at the 2015 synod. 

o Bishop Morse indicated he would appoint a Nominating Committee and 
relay that to the Diocese in the next few weeks or month. 
 

• Fr Jerdan made a presentation for the Missions Board. 
 

• Fr Cunningham concluded his presentation of the Ordinariate and his return to 
Anglicanism. 

There being no further business, the synod was concluded with the Synod Eucharist. 
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